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Vintage
California
South of San Jose, folow
Highway 25 to great wine
and sublirs scenery

By Sananihg Schoscl
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25 berween Hollister

and Pinnacles Maronal Mons-

mioent, amel some of fhee micest
compelling are the detours

This old. linle-used high-

san Benivo Coonry

starts just an hour south ol

way in

San Joesl, an easy side trip bore
anyone traveling between the Bay
Area and Southern California. Yet o
offers a glimpse of a Golden Stare
hefore there were commuter bines
amd wrban sprawl or anything re-
sembling a mini-mall. You starr owe
in the mission pown of San Juan
Bautista, then sidestep west oo the
wine region of the Cienega Valley.
Wou'll drive post oak trees and tens
der green vinevards, cow pasiures
and garlic fields, crumbling barns
amd Blankers of wildflowers, into a
gentler California

Poking around a mission town

The area’s personality is best caps
tured by San Juan Bautista, whaene
chickens roam the sirecis,
picking their way through coun-
yards lined with antigues stores,
Anchored by the Old Mission San
Juan Baurista, founded in 1797, the

lazily

town Seems magically steck in time.
Its historic heart is Hlled whith 200
yvears” wonth of architecturne—every:
thing from adobes to Queen Annes

50 SuMEET

Start with a visit 0 the mission,

wihene vour can atbend a mass or roam
the gromneds at vour oeen pace, On thee
first Samurcday of each maonth, docents
from mearky San Juan Bautista Stace
Hisvoric Park demonstrane eradisonal
like blacksmithing and
weiving om i kom

FClivilies

The Cienega Valley wine route

Froom San Juan Baurisia, you can fol-
Iy Seate 156 southeast toward Hol-
lister, then take Undon and Cienega
Rosadks into the Cienega Valley, This
liggle-visited wine region is an anti-
dlede Bor the commierciil aspects al the
Mapa Valley, Whereas Napa is often
bumpeer to bumper with visicor trf-
tic, this rowte, which wdands abong the
San Andreas Fault and bencath the
Gabilan Mountains,
cmpdy road thar offers rolling hills

is wsually am

amd fumily-run wineries that reveal
herth a passion for winemaking and
thie qquirks of their osmers

K

miiles
down Ciencga Boad, is housed in a

DeRose Vineyards, about

cluster of punmetal gray warchouses

Buiily directly oun wop of 4 Bl line I

vou call aheead, Par or Al DeBosse. e
fatherand-son winemaking cha, will
let yo in ameld peoor yon soime wine.
Al miwe 24, was making wine beforne
hie was old enough o begally donk i
His approsch is careful but caswal
Wies eight fid him fooa “Geot Wined®
T-shirr, but you will never o him
putting o airs. “1 ko wohat 1 like o
drink, ancd that's o 1 make wime,”
he savs, sniffing o glass of Négrete, a
red wine berner known in warm, dry
pans of southmestern Franoe

In addivicn o their eldvine Zin-
fandels and crisp Viognices, the
DieRoses produce a signatuse blend
named “Hollywood Ked™ after the
19400 Graham Hollyvéeoodd, This and
itheier cars, including a 1957 Lincoln
Continental once ownesd by Debhie
Reynolds, are on display at the
DeRoses' car musewnm, next door 1o
their winery.

I DR Vineyards is all downe
home, the neighbaoring Pietra Santa
Winery is all uptoam, Afier entering
through an ormate metal gare and
winding past owners Joseph and
Deanna Gimelli's 1906 Frank Llowd
Wright house, vou arrive ar the
stately Tuscan-ingpired Fietra Sanita.
The rood tiles wre antigues impaorted
froome Ttaly, and the tasting room is
stocked with Ttalian delicacies and
fun knickknacks. Im sdclition oo Ieal-

ian vacierals such as Sangiovese,
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Himor Carigii, and the seldom-seen Doleetio, Petn Sane
mipkes odive oil froam its own grones,

loseph has hig plans for his winery and the encire
Cienegn Valley, Prenic and wedding facilities are in the
wiwkea, ax are a bowce-ball cowrt and 36000 SOjLAne e ol
wine cives Inthe side of o hill. “I want people 1o know”
he savs, taking a sip of the winery's Sassoling blemd, “tha
what we have our bere is as good a3 Mapa Valley, Better ™

Cealera Wine Go,, a mile pasi Pietn Soniea on Cienega
Haaied, dlesesn’'t bothier with compariscns o the more [a-
[RRNLT LY a[:l|1|:||u!||||:| to the morth. In 1972, when Josh Jensen
decided o st a winerny in Coaliformla using what be had
bearmeed in Burgundy, bhie went searching for limsesione, @
benehcinl soil element in that part of France. He found his
milneral deposits ar 2,200 fect on a sweep hillside in the
Ceabdlan Mountains,

Thirmy years karer, Jensen's Calera label has become one
of the most prestigious in Califormia winemaking, with an
impressive list of awards, 'What the winery doesn't have is
i fasting rooam, but if you call ahead, vou can ke a wour
ool the gravitysHowe facilitics—whers the steps in thie wine-
muking process mke place on descending foors—and
taste wing from the barrel, “Ir's more fun, anyway,” savs
winery manager Diana Yita, as she dips into o barmmel of
Pinot Moir thar won't be ready for bottling for another
year, “This way, people can really tiste the aging process.”

Cither area wineres inchocde the recenthy opened Ll
Estate Vineyards in Hollister and the oy bt respeoied
Flink Wine Callars on Cseneisa Havach

Sevveral miles bevond Calera, Clenega connects o Stane
25 just sowuth of Paicines, population 10 Thene ane twa
reasans i continue south toward Pinnacles Mational Monu-
mant: the journey and the destination. This stretch of
atate 25 is all but unpopulated, and while vou wdll see



hinging Spanish moss, carpes aof poppdes, lemmuce eldds
bruir prees, musty pickups, and scorrving quail, vou sl no
sep much evidence of the 2151 cenmiry. The dreive from
San Juan Bautdsta po Pinnacles §s so empry, so leisurely
and pelixing, it harkens back w the days when the Sumlzy
drive was still in vogoe and cars like the DeBoses’ Hally-
wiinel Still navigated the roacls.

Then, at last, you will come o Pinnacles, Especially a
this time ol vear, when the area boarsts with its Gumecd
dlisplny of wildflowers, it's 0 stunndng place o spend a
Few hours or an afernoon. Thke a hike—ihe Moses
Springs—Him Trall Loop is a good ineoduction o the
park’s conly eroded rock formations, 'When it's Hme 1o
o, you can rebix knowing that vou have that beausibal
trive lomie ahead of vou, =

Tﬂl.ll’i ng Other atiractions
state 25 {id Mission San Jusn
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