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AsTech computer lab
remains quiet

By Joo Garginle
Guoest YWriter

JAWE, Dragon, Kurzwel,
DecTulk, Meopadots and Zoom, Are
they mew *'sinr wors' systems fram
the Depurtsment of Defense’! Hardly,

Estabdishung the frond lines of
assisiive lechrolopy. those and
muny more speciolized compuier
programs are available to disabled
Q51 studemts a1 the Assisiive Tech-
mbopy compmiter knb{ AsTech),

The lak is stafled by a fullagme
t=chmical consubtamt and isequigped
with essentinl hardware: 20-inch
manitors, 3 |, H0-dpi taser primer,
headphones: and microphones, A
Juliel Braille printer, specialided
wcnnners and erpanomic devices
saich g ad justable desks and chairs,
fontrests nnd anticulating anmresis
give dizabled stuldents squul proess
b compuler lchaolagy.

Despitwe the favorible scemn-
meadations, AsTesh s seen Hile
uee aince it was maved 10 the Jean
and Charles Schwlz Informition
Center. The |ah was theated tnvha
IT Servies Canter in Buben Salurar
Labrary fece ots Bounding in (49U
kil Chias pRest August.

There are 36k udenis repus-
tcred with Disabled Staleiy Ser-
viges (155} thas semester, but very
few ame using AsTech, Insdequate
segraps in e newly. apened Schlz
Cemter, i lnck of awnreness and the
move 0 o new localon seem to be
the rensonis. TESS savs che signs will
be i place shoaly.

“We're very prowd of ANTech.”
said XSS Directos Linda Lipps
“We epomirage shdents o wse ik
and for faculry o become fumiline
whth 15 1e's a very pociive envimns
ment”

55U nssures people with dis-
abilitses equal pecess o higher edu- -
catbon. Working agesher with D5S,
it supports and challenges students
to- develop self=determination npel
indepenidence sathey muy fully par
ticipabs us ssudents and clikeens,

‘The crestion of AsTechiis an
important part ol that esdeavar oy
the world becomes increasingly
compuiet dependent.

S517 has  imvested about:
H000,000 i AcTech, The Smudenis
with Digohilities and Friends Cluh
(SDF) alst stronply advocaed the
e lab.

“It'e an mwsreness prablem,”
sanid S0OF Presldent Julie Fuller
“Pzahlad gudents don’t lmow
ity available 1o them, by of
thatam i peinje hame cotpuizn; b
they're missing oul on AsTech's
apecinfized softiwane ™

BLEF"s miasion is W umiee und
build commamity amang the dis-
abked and mon-dissbled foculty, st
and studems; und in cresic awane-
nezss anid education aboul desabilliy
s ibat oqual opportunity and sooess
iw ensured for cveryone ot S50

AsThcn serves students whase
disahilicies inclide viskm, commiz-
nication, mabil iy, learning, paycha-
logicnl dmd bearing. 18 flece work-
stations ore copshle of vides ingug
anel oufput, Wraille outpus, mind
imapping, screen nagnification ond
optic character recopnifion froay
|_:||'i!1|n|.1 ducuments.

“Diragate, JAWS and Korewedl
AWM a@re the cornersiones of
AsTech,” s Lab Coardinaor and
Texihnical Consaltane Bob Wirtroas.
"Thuse pResay popnums. can be
ineerfaced with populus sofiware
Euithe Microsal CHfjce. They halp
crewe an even playing Hield fordis-
ahled stadents,”

Dirogon Moturally Speaking is
dectation software that ollows sia-
demts b0 tlk dipecily imo the com-
e vin microphone-and have the
comguer Lype the words, This and
other woace recognition sallware
Inave user preferences that can he
customized o dutingush dosunc
proaunctalions or inflections in

JANWS tunctions like Drragon but
i5 alsp eapable of rending informs-
finn hack ko the user vin speakers
o headphones.

Hewleit Packard CHP | donated
AsTech’s most pawerfol worksin.
Elon |1 weas enderweiten by conn-
hutions made by SSLTalumni work-
ingeal HF and matching funds from
the conporwion,

AsTech ix located in-Schilz
LOSEC within the 24-hour compuer
luby ( BOSEA ), Tn b2 ned A the library
particn of the Information Tenter.

The labas curreatly apeh hon-
iy throuwph Feiduy, 906 a.m, 10
406k p.m. by appoantment, With m
croased demond, students could
have 24-hour sccess to AsTech

Yeatrimus bolps siedenis become
sccuaimned with the wide sy, of
software, handware nnd crgomomic
feamtures availuble ai AsTech. He
also conducting AsTech fumiliarizs-
tsom gnd drakning Jor stafl asd fac
iy, He woleomes fhesm o conlic
kim for o personal AsTech onientn-
fon. . ; :

T Tk seeing now doors cpen
for peopts, " sakh Watrous, “There's
I:II.'lJﬁrI.HTIkE Ev""i:"E Rimmae nfler wark
knovwing 1hai you mads somesone's
il msier™

Watrous can bereached ol G-
20 i bk v POHES B o il
Hiz office k- Foom [058H, jusgs
dawn Bhe hadl from AsTech, &



