tirother.
What the Z2-vear-old believes is
that everyone should have someons

Elvin grew up logether
in Mexico. He the brothey
chasen o her, the only

says, a big, tall guy with a goofy
sense of humar and lots of friends,
wha could “make you angh even if
wou were in & bad mood ©

—.——

1 k= oompassion for this dead

Lrother that Elvia hapes to elic. |

it with her radin piece. That

. and mavhe some more attention
togang viokerioe,

Elvim, who supparts herself and
herr child working at 8 group homs
for developmentally disabled people,
was encoarnged to submit her essay
to the NPR series by Tatiana Harrl-
gan, producer of the YVoeice af Youth
om ERCH public radio in Santa Bosa,

Having worked with Elvia on other
radio stories, Hurrisen said, “Every-

o seed the gANE issue so much from

e psale parspective, bat each one of
these miya has a mom or a sister.”
Elvia tells her atory on the radio
and in person and thinks she makes
her biveipa ety
TMIEERINES, WEURILE L R Sy man el

gangs or thinking about joining.
“Maybe if | share my story, then

som, and he got killed.' =

She goes o her brather's grave be-
causa she dossn't want his memory
o die. Some family members
thought his body should be buried in
Mexboo, but Elvia protested, “No ate
will go visit him there,"

The grave site, ringed with bottles
af Mexican bear, rosary beads, a bot-
1l af hod sawee, religions picthures
and personal notes, b5 as crowded as

nightstand. Sometimes

nw‘

Elvia shares her flowers with near-

by graves that ave undecorated and

seem to lack visilors. Somedimes she
retrieves still-fresh Nowers from the
cemmrtery trash to put on one of “the
lonely graves."

Often she's accompanied by anoth-
er youmg woman who also lost a
o man, an 18-yearald whe died
in a gang fight. In life the two yeung
men wore different gang colors. One
liked bloe. One liked red. Mow they
share white ks and pink silk
roses, sometimes a stuffed bear.
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