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By SaRa iR

 youn weaane o knowr abows Lichuania or

Fomnasrmnem o dollhmees or black

hicdes, pora o b0 B liBeary. Mot gy well

wocked poblic Bbcary will do In che Bloach

Ra, at keas, theee ame no Lichuoanian- o

Foroascrisn: of Sollhose-s pecific ik,
Should wou want 1o kniow sbour wine, though,
win man oo 60 thi wine eary—the Somoma
County Wi Libraryp—which has boem edifang
endlogiss [or 15 Feams, Asgthing that #0.9 perane
of noreuperhumans mighe want 1o know abour
wing, thev asild fnd hare

Dipen smace 196, the Soioma Counky Wine
Library stands in a wing of the Healdsbaeg
Regional Libearg At firs ghinoe, it looks exactly
Iz mwosn pubiic libraries: Nuarcscent lighis,
thitves of haoks, thelves of pericaicals B im
dhenr books, ity all wime, all the cime
“At Nirst wihen 1 e heee, 1t weas ke, “Fll up

thie shelves, Bl up ehe shelves’—which iza
Wocanian's deeamn. Bon now we've reachaid
iy, 50 NowW you'PE 201 10 mamage the
qﬂlhlilm.'un Bi Simons, wha's beem libramian
ance che library™s official incepeion 1§ year agn,

with ehe exnaeprtion of a thres-year penod im the
el g8 wsen FEt Fairman was brran

I Easmman, wite hias ance retinsd, sull weosks aia
subsizcyiv libraran

Wikl youn can Find broad and sweeping
InfOrmamoey an e Wine Libearc eheres alsaa
phethora of iteme offenng highly specific segls
wuljes detailh—The Frast: A Timomomic Sudy,
apome? A B you really sant o get inio the
nitty-gritey of wing hiswory in Califomda, chis b
the place 10 find old newspaper articles,
parsphlets, press releases, maps, and wine labels.
De’s like smumbling acnoed & longlosk trask full of
saraphooks, cnly much more organized.

Tha: g care ansd valaable segmens of the
oolkation is ke lecked in a glass case. Oin chese
sheztwes, yooa can find everything fecen & dessder,
ldwfal wine popop book, cina 1995, 50 2 520 of
elght thick leaehe rbound velume, circ 1900
Simors recricwes ore? of thess fom the cee, his
mammer revealing both the reverence of 4
hibliophile and the practicalivy of a libramam.

Ty s22i it if bookstons" cealagim—and
not as nice a seras we've gor—for $18.000 s
Sirmora. Por booka char have been apoand for
hundred vésm, they've siill peetty wseiful. *[c's got

Knowledge

The Sonoma County Wine Library is a veritable cellar of information

pocd informestion. When Ehone warkcial
became a hot thing and everybody wanied o
Enurw abows Viegnier and Cinsault and Symah,
chibs wias the Bewt thing | could fnd”

ine of the ablesy nemis in the shdf Bn's
really a boolk, but a primed kw char was laoer
Bound. "B was passed in 1656 and printed m
1657 i England,” says Simore. * Enacted b ks
highmes lord and proteoor’ —tha's Cliver
C el ”

Buirs m bonger tBe granddaddy of the
collecrion. *Since chen we've bonght this Book.
wibscks i now the oldess book in che collecdon.
L e R Rawtica, publinhed By Aldus Manicios,
 Farrecdss Verestian pringer, in 1554 5o thia ching
in poa years shy of being half'a srienmiom old
I in Latin, with four auchors, che chird of
wibich writes aboun how the Rosans grow
prapes and made wine.

[ weas wricing i e firs cemoary A,
andl he talks abeast 5 bunch of people who make
& pile of ioney B8 Roine, comme cut, by avillain
the councry, plant the weong chings inothe
warin; plaoe, barsest a¢ the wrong tene, and
wotder why sheir wings don’ sell. The more it
chamges, the mwoe it fays che same.” 1
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+15 WINE LIBRARY

Lessa glamaorous b equally evecative are
the 'Wire Library's ol bisnerics, Thoghaome
Libeary—ihe Sonoma County Wine Library
has been compiling its owmsine paii,
isrrtly aifter the building opened. Two oral
lisories published b shiv mmemer Seaneed
retived grape, prune, siul apple grewer
Geoege Grronott (wlha, ot 33, bl
i i hovseshes picher) and Bob Ssson,
UAC Farm Adviser for Sonoma Commey and
an impartant fores i the deelopinc of
Somomns Councy's winemmaking indasiry.

Tordiare, the Sonoma County Wine
Likrary has proshoced 16 oeal histerics
“These's people polng all the time, and
thiey've all goc a piece of the smomy, and we'ne
Tocky o collect the memcrics of falke
arcagrl Bere who buil this wine indusery!”
iy Sl

Mary of the Wine Library's patrora
dor't ewen sce o in Ehe ey isell bur
call or e-mmad] I you cype “wine library” inoo
Google, the Sonoma Coumey 'Wine Library's
st in the Firet o Ut comes ap). Recently,
i womian who wors for one of the Sonama
Couney's larper wineries wanted information
on encymatic hydeoles. Simomsaw 5
pefereics 40 iR article, bur iowes comained
in a soeyear-old eramscrips of conference
proseedimgs in the fermier Sarvict Soaialiag
Ezpubli: of Geoegia

“Ho library i ihe lnown universe had
thisthing” SEmeoms s Fo he e-mailad a
profemar at Dhvds, who e-maied hi fend
i Moscow, whio e-mailed his friend in
Genrgia, who then e-mailed Simora. *5owe
g0 b the ends of e carth g fid ghis sl

Thig bl for che Somsoera Coamrnmy Wime
Liteary stamed when the Busian River
Wine Kewd, o groupool winsrs: that got
ingether wnd decided 10 dio some co-op
advertiing formed in the carby "o *BMome
of our wingnes sl ook alfieed 10 baee a
biig, full-blioswe: |ibrary, but ingecher thesy
corld fund one;” Simons sys

The Wine Library fovassd its champion
in il Howie, who worked & a pulsicby
ar Geyser Peak Winery She convinced the
indusry chat it was a pood e to pariner
with the public library. “Then ihe weit gul
crying wo get the Hbeary oo by inochar,
amedl thae was a sougher sell]” Simaorne says.
Conrny Libeary at the time, anfirst laughed
ol Howie: a collaction based on akoohol ina
prablic Bbeary? *But it's nem 3 oollection on
aboohol] sais Simeodd, "1 4 collection o
miicrobizdogy, on vitlculvare, on the
aoommics arsd markecing asocewed wich
pelling grapes and wins, the hitory of wine”

Eveneually Sabaay came anoumd, and be
carne up with & sywem of sulscripions o
enable wineries and growen to parially
Fund the Wine Liboare "W kind of like dusl”
Sirmons caplaien. “Winerkes have asliding
sl hawesd om case production; growen,
based on scrvage. [Sabsay| kived of iaid o the
wine indusiry, Tes porar minhey whene yous
it i They went ancomed and oo absour
half' che wineries i the county o sapporm it”

Ty, rouighly one-ehivd of i
library's funding comes from chese
sutecriptions. Anothser chird comes from
the Wine Litaury Asioaiates (i sappon
orgamiranon similar 1o Friends of che
Library), and the final chird is throagh
public funding.

Expening sew patnons wo the ibrary’s
pewsisees hut been an imponant part of the
Wine Libeary's mssion. "I been rying o
figure oui for yean how o make this place
aprpealing ko the pickers, o the pruning

Not many other topics
call for an entire
collection of
mformation so diverse
and yet so specialized.

grow, b the vinsyas] workesy who power
ghe Ehing" iy Simard. Wieh Sanits Besa
Junice Coliage bead viticuliure instrucior
Daniel Bobledn, the Wise Library
condusind aserics of Spanisklanguage
wilicullre wo

“I'd giwe theem 2 1our of the ibrare,
and these pays wend starting 6o o op,
it comtinue. <1 bought a kot of
Spanisbrlanguage books on enology and
wulf, crving to make this atiractive s
wemeplace where, if they like whik they
are doing and they want wo sty there,
fimez, brut if they wans 1o get inaide the
winsry and beoams a sapervisar or
s ing like chat, thert parh s at leas
ppen o them moee”

The program e since gpawnid ather;
there will Be anoihes Spaniallasguage
wvimicalure szminar wich Luis Sanchez from
the Sonoma Comity Emplover Dewelopment
Alliance coming up ak the Somoma Coasy
Wing Libeary om Dec. 13

Dizspite thee obwicas vinioairural
slant o our oen kol histors rot many
ether topic call for an entine collection ol
Imformation so divers: and et s
specialized. *I've been trying to chink of
anceher agriculivaeal crop that would wastain
this kind of thisg,” muse Simora. “Tolbkaon?
Bees® Pocanes® Thenss o of Bistory i
1obaco, comom, chings lke thar, bo | can'i
e o ket of hetle farmers wha are mse resied
in meaking beirer COrIon of polatos of
beers e thie poine where theyl srody up
on it in a library,

e the Senoma County wine
indhury boomiad in the ot this libearys
beem no small pare of i1 sz people
porriing i here, ared making betrer wines
arw] selling mome of it bedaiis: ths likfary
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