Dusty Locke serves some wine to patrons Evelyn Wilson, left, and Laura Zabel at the Cinnabar wine tasting room in Saratoga. Cinnabar plans to offer live
outdoor music in the near future.

Good To The Last Drop
West Valley wine establishments offer friends an entertaining place to gather
By MARIANNE L. HAMILTON
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n his “Essays in Idleness”
(circa 1340), Buddhist priest,
scholar and poet Yoshida
Kenko recommended that, “A
man should not refuse a little
wine when it is pressed upon
him.”
If Kenko were alive today, he
would likely be pleased to see that
local residents are following his
advice at a growing collection of
West Valley establishments offering wine, food and fun.
For a few area wine bars and
tasting rooms, the lingering effects of a sluggish economy have
driven a quest to find inventive

ways to increase their customer
base. For others, an easing of regulations restricting live music has
breathed new life into once-moldering cellars.
In all cases, the customer is the
winner—especially those seeking
a “one-stop shop” for libations and
lively entertainment on a balmy
South Bay evening. Here’s a sampling of some of the best options.

Road from Saratoga, a sense of
serenity settles over each visitor.
That sense is heightened at the
top of the hill, where SavannahChannelle Vineyards has been in
operation since 1892. These days,
local wine fans in the know visit
the historic, 58-acre property on
Friday and Saturday evenings for
music and tastes of the winery’s
best vintages. From roughly 5 to 8
p.m. through early fall, SavannahSavannah-Channelle
Channelle offers an eclectic mix
of entertainment, ranging from
Vineyards
acoustic jazz to full-on rock ’n’ roll.
Somewhere along the four- “People are free to come up, roam
mile drive up Congress Springs the property and go up to the
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villa,” says tasting-room staffer
Luke Piro, whose band, South
City Blues, is a favorite at SCV.
Savannah-Channelle also offers
specials: bottles that are normally
$28 are $14 when purchased by
the case. Monterey County pinot
noir and syrah are among the best
sellers, and are available by the
glass or bottle. Feel free to bring
a picnic and settle in at one of
the many Adirondack chairs and
umbrella-topped tables. Outdoor
entertainment continues through
Sept. 22.
Located at 23600 Congress

Springs Road in Saratoga. Contact
Savannah-Channelle Vineyards at
408.741.2934.

Cinnabar Winery Tasting
Room
Homes located in snowy climes
almost always include a mudroom, where family members and
visitors can stash soggy shoes and
boots. At Cinnabar Winery, the
moniker has an entirely different
meaning: Its Mudd Room (named
in honor of founder Tom Mudd,

Wine bar, page 13
185

