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Cinnabar chardonnay
comes with pedigree

Estate Chardecnay, 1997, $20.53
1997,

Cinnabar, located in the Sants
Cruz Mountains just south of
San Franeciseo, makes great
chardonnay. This one, from
their own vineyards, is elegant
and refined. Owners Tom Mudd
inicl his wife, Molisaa Frunk, at-
tribute its quality to thetr moun-
tain vineyards and their cone of
chardonnay L

Mountain vineyards are
prizes] because the coaler tem-
peratures slow Eﬁpﬂuﬂfﬂ ﬁ
vess, allowing Erapus
vedop more flavors,

Clonal selection, or planting
& apecific elone of & grapevise, (s
& hot topie among California
winemakers. The term “elons”
may be misleading here; it
means not &n exact replica, but
rather a alightly different strain
af vine that produces grapes
with unigue characteristios,

Cinnsbar traces itz chardon-

nay clone to one of the warld's
moat renowned chardonnay
vineyards, Corton-Charle-
magne in Burgundy. Charles le
Frane, an early Callfornia wine-
maker, brought cuttings of vines
from Corton-Charlemagne Lo
California in the 18808, He prop-
agated them and sold eottings to
other winemalers, who passed
them down through the generu-
tars, Until recently few wine-
makers cared phout the ariin of
their vines and many are sl
Bkeplcal about its importance,

Cinnebar's Estave Chardon-
nay is not Corton-Charlemugne
either in taste or, thunkfully,
price; bat it is an exeellent wine
for steamed elums or grilled
swordfish

LCinnahar's Estate Chardon-
nay [8 distributad in Massscha.
pette by Arborway Imports, T81-
B53-1754,
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