Wine & Spirits

“‘fh'e" Paso Robiéé
Connection

Where the Rhane meets Borde:
theresults are sublime sy maLacuy curey

Year wom't bndd celebnre winemalwers or s iy vinevards o Paso
Robli, il in Eact vou can find Paso Robles & all. This sleepy cens
mral Calilcmnia wine vegion—ocked 30 miles nlind, equidsn
berween Lo Angeles and San Franuwtsee—is oo of e et [en-
tiers, o nigged terman where the winemakers are Gmmers, expats
amdl wewerchs who saw an apporinity and staked their clom
T|I-'-"_;'!l.' an‘Ing |.'la; il Blends thal beeak all the ubes—think
Symah with fmlandel—and the wanes are emerping 2 soane of
rlae hesr, pnoest inberesting reds being produced in Califonia

Thae: sory of Pasor Bobles as one ol the pramier Caldomia
wine regwins 15 relalively new Paso Bobks—or “Pasn® s ol
keake call #used o be known prmarily bor almonds and
Beel Ome of tee fist o seize om Paso’s wine posential was
{ary Ehede badk in 1973, Armed with an i_'|1|'|||,|:{|. |_||_'|_lJ11_' [
LHC Iinas, Eberle recognized thar the area had the nghs snalf
bor makivg premium wire—psod sun expasure, tich sail, and
great weafier This woukd be pantcalarly geod counery fon
reds, he thought, and he wes right. Dusmg che day, rempea-
tures cam leap imo the Ws and at wighy, Rl inio tbe 405, Har
chays allowy grapes o busld wp sugee, bur the cood tempe peums
and marine layer hrlp reraim the acidiry thar Lw!:m TheTs SOrie-
tured. Simphy put, it's a recipe for hig wines wich big it

"1 koew this place had everything it oeeded e grean
WANCE, PATH ularty Caherner Smrdgion and Swrak,” iy Fhagrhs.
TOBER 3005 |
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L% iy central Califormia,

who wie oo of the majue forees bekind having the region
declared an AVA—Amencan Vinculusal Area—in 1983, The
regiom 15 clivided o east side samd wess side, amel alrhonsgh non
weographically precise, the nonhseath Highaay 100 (e the
uncion of Highoway 46) 5 the unolficial line between the o
omeas. The et temds oo heeee hiodrer R P AT, wiehy [l sum
exposwre on penthy rolling hills and waier being supplied by -
garloal. The wesy shde s wockien, with o wide diversine of soil
types and microclimares and enongh armual sdnfall—ap o 60

inches—io allow for “dry Brming, " which requirs libe rellano:

oy irgation. Depending, om wiwe's cdomg the mlking, penemlly

ihe easr s knoam for nser-fricnsdby, less expensive wines, and
the west by more anisanal blerdds, Tor on both sides of the
valley, winernakers agree thin Faso's phoneers have paved the

way [or shased siecess

Paso Pioneers
“Unur srength i Prss s very gererous, Tnendly reds thae are nee
cemige, 1 you're looking for the underscmed experience, you

might ot want o Jook in Pasn” says May Gameson, wha

o] o Taso in 19094 g work with founding, Basher Gary
Ehere ar Esuella Biver Winery an the cast side fwhich is now

par. o Mesidian}. Eight wears apn, he esmblished Garretson
Wine Compamy om the esi sude, ard new focuses exchisnvely
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on Bhfine vomerals lilke Symah, Geenache,
ancl Menaretchre, which are all ned grapes,
ante] the whine grape Viegnder His wiebsine
wartts: "M cab. Mo chard. Mo merks, Mo

'RENEGADE REDS

duces world-class Rhéme siyle blends.

Mot susprisiogh, there is anather
| French vimmre in Pasc, the apily
namnsed CAvenure (the advermarel. lis

ALSTIN HOFE 2002 WESTSIDE AER

crytubies,” And w's an imoerent ainde
thar hias paid off Todey dhanks 10 pene-
gades like Garregson, Rhine-sede blends
are ameng the region's hallmares—so
mauch 5o thal Fasp plays bost o the
aroiaal Hospice du Bldine (Garrerson o-
founded the eveni a decade agnl. which
has beopme the langest cefebration of
Blvdose-siyle witwes iy the workd

Ancahier carly beliewer i Paso, Tir
Sunley Holfman planted vineyands in
the 1970 in the Adelida Hills vegion on
the west side of Paso Rohles His Holl-

briaht Fruit.

15718). A classic Rhdne-styse biend with

ADELAIDA 200X PIHOT HOIR HMR
ESTATE (520}, Pure charry and sy
tannira make LS a plaasant surpiiaa i
& region nat kevewn for Finat Mok,

GARRETEON 2003 MOURVEDRE
{$28]. AN marthy wing with deep garmet
cofor and dark charry and clove Flaars,

E&XUM FR0F BROKEN BETOHES
SYRAH {§38). Deep ruby color with
hush bdack Fruft and brits of tobacoa. ||

TABLAS CREEK 3003 EEPRIT

fonmier and oamer, Swephan Aasen,
wits 3 noted winemaker I Boedeaus.
A free spinit, Asse bt constmlred i
Frarwe. 1t was all histocy. 1wanied wa
do seenerhing where thene were o e
nales, soameshving thay woukl be pepre-
sentasive of the best Bordeans wine-
making, but mol a cope,” he Sne, He
planed & b of Bosdeaos ared Ehine
grapes arel blended them following
nusthing more thao his own taste. The
mesule ds dlistimerive wines like his
Estine Cuvde, a fuscious mix of Caber-

man Mounzain Ranch Vineyand s new DE BEAUCASTEL ($40). & spicy biend || net Sarvagnon. Syeah, and Pesit Verdea,
part of Adebsda Cellams. a winery that is of Grenache, Syrah, Mourvedre, and I —— 5
taking fll advaritage of its wikdly diverse || Cownclse with raspberry natesanda || Generation Next

| peppory Finish —Heather dot

wineyards ';'!."ln-r:rru].m'r'limr_-r' {ulkan mms
aui a siring od macelleni wines, with the
fovns o Rldee varicials like Seral, and Pordesax grapes Hke
Caberner Samagnom. B imore Paso brealompche-nales Tnem,
1he surprise & the deldous Pinat Meir, 2 Bugpendian varietsd
rane i Pro becase of the hot weulwe Thanks ooa oool
percber iy cheir wimesard , e works, ame i wees well

Cher oo the st side, severl |:|rg-r '|'.-1'n:|:|.|uu:: are mul.-:irbg‘
some mespectable reds dbae pack a ot of baig for e bock. A
Meridiin, the Beserve Syrsi an 519 a botde 65 a peione exasmpli of
high cusaliny ar a grean poce. |, Lok Vineyvands, which produces
award-winning wines thmoughous the s, has some 2,030
weres in the eastemm pan of faso Roldes, and = roming our s
South Ridge Symh for a vy reasonable 315 a boarke. And soumh
of Lohe, the Bobert Hall Winery his just completed a showose
tasting moom; amarg the alferings = an 518 “Bhane de Bohles”
bk of wed Grenache, Sy, Cinsar, and Coorsise

French Connection

Faso Robles is soowell soled o Rlsdne varieals—panicolardy
in pams ol the west side where the sonl s chalkier—ihiat the Per-
rin {omily, owners of the bmed Chitean Beaucastel in
Chiseanreul-du-Fape, sabed their claim e e ares in 1989,
Thits represemeed thieir firsg 3ear World venrure, In parmership
with Amencan impnn:ﬂ Rober Haos, 'r|.'|r.1.I dhizcowered that the
himeseone content in the soil was simike ot of 1their vine-
vards. (0 the Rhdme., Afver an arducus seare-ep ey imponed
vimes from France, which eniled a mandaiory I:I.'II'I!E-].‘EI:IF
quarantine by the 1.5, govemment), todoy Tahlas Creck proe
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Diespier its growth and the indhoc of

— international neighbors, Taso Rohles
FETTEins. In by wiys, 8 region with a famming mencaling, whene
thie p}umum'mn af the -rr:l.r'.hrir].' wanrmeeer bas mar vt e,
bt where the wines are every bit as good. Smndeng in his fami-
Iy"s spane-of-the-arn Treansa witery, 32-yeu-okl Austin Hoge sars
bz a Fvner firse and feremnost, Thind-pencerarion Paso fimmey, as
a mauer of fac. Flope's I'umil:.rb:'.g.tl FECWANG, ETpES N the lane
70, arxd Anstin pug i his tiome working i tbe Binily's venune,
ahich produces a fuslon of Bordeas ard Blhme-spde wanes
Crerr i cwm Austin Hope Winery, he bs making waves with
his Westsaxle Fedd, a blend of Meonedne, Symb, and Grenache.
Hee's e of an emengieg gencranon of Paso arives [ollowing in
the parhs of the ploneers and orearing world-class wines, like 35-
vearedd [ustin Smath with b Soom Vinepads “Broken Saones™
Symah, and 33qear-obd Matt Tevisan's Linne Calodo “Problem
Chilel™ red—a gursy Bend of Anfandel, Mourdbdne, and Symmh
“Pasn was such a new wine region when we werr gru-.l.'ing_ llp."
sms Smith. whese family has been Bming the James Berry
Vinseyard om the west side for 23 years. * Wi bad o fnd e
s ey, arkd ioadiny Paso is pemmp recogmized onp plobal scale
with wines that can compete anywhere inthe world

Big, small, gasr west—whal Pasa Robles wineries Tave in
cowmmea is 8 willmgness i break new growncd. “Paso wines are
lamd af like the peaple,” Gameson adds. “Folfls bere are very
ocurgoing, advenmrous, and gemrows, We like oo ke rishs,
and the wines reflece thay” =

.'ri:!w'i'l_'r Dieffy is a frequent Bon Appétit contribmior:



